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RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE EAST AFRICA COMMUNITY 

SUB-REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON HARMONIZATION OF VEHICLE 

EMISSION STANDARDS  
  

 10 - 11 June 2019, UN Environment, Nairobi Kenya 

 

Over 50 participants from Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda and Burundi 

attended the two-day workshop organized by UN Environment to discuss the 

need for harmonization of vehicle emission standards within the East Africa sub-

region. In attendance were representatives from government, oil and vehicle 

industry, academia, international development agencies, media and non-

governmental organizations, as well as the East Africa Community Secretariat. 

 

Participants agreed to the following recommendations: 
 

1. The need for better information through data collection and analysis of 

vehicle emissions profiles, health impact assessments, economic 

implications of various technology etc.   

2. Public sensitization is needed to promote consumer buy-in to shift choices 

towards cleaner mobility. 

3. Media has a key role to play in promoting consumer education on 

mobility issues and consumer choice. 

4. Partnerships and collaboration between the various stakeholders were 

emphasized notably among the private industry, government and media 

in policy development and preparation of implementation timelines. 

5. There is need for sub-regionally harmonized vehicle emission testing 

standards for: 

a. new passenger vehicle certification; 

b. used passenger vehicles (including in-use vehicles); 

c. light duty and heavy-duty vehicles (for domestic and trans-border 

vehicles); and 

d. two and three wheelers.  
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6. A minimum of Euro 4/IV vehicle emission standards for new vehicle 

registrations (new and used) were proposed for the sub-region. Similar 

standards have already been proposed as Kenya and Rwanda national 

standards. 

7. Annual vehicle inspection and testing for used and in-use vehicles should 

also be mandatory and standardized, and a proper monitoring 

framework established. 

8. There is need for governments to support standards compliance and 

enforcement through budgetary provisions. 

9. The sub-region needs to develop a clear long-term strategy towards low 

emission mobility. This is important for private sector. In this regard, Euro 5 

equivalent fuel standards (10 ppm) are recommended for the sub-region. 

10. There is need to widen the scope of scrutiny of fuel parameters from lead 

and sulphur to other key parameters such as octane, benzene, olefins 

and aromatics as these will start to play a bigger role in vehicle 

performance and emissions as general fuel quality improves. 

11. It is important for the sub-region to closely monitor fuel imports quality that 

could support a move to higher standards - i.e. Euro 5/VI vehicle emission 

standards - in the short term (18-24 months). 

12. There is need to embrace cleaner mobility including electric mobility and 

compressed natural gas (CNG) vehicles in the sub-region, given the sub-

region’s endowment of renewable energy. 

13. There is need to legislate vehicle end of life disposal. 

14. Harmonized certification of documentation and processes of vehicles 

imported into the region is key in facilitating intra-regional trade and 

goods movement. 

15. The EAC Secretariat to identify lead institutions within member states to be 

engaged and timeframes to follow up on the recommendations. 

 


